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EMPLOYMENT AND 
RETRAINING OF FUR 
FARM WORKERS 

Studies show that fur production is only a 
part-time business for many fur farmers, 
alongside other agricultural enterprises.1,2 In 
Finland, Europe’s country with the highest 
number of fur farms, a 2008 survey showed 
that fur farming is a part-time activity for 
60% of fur farmers.3

Fur farming is a minor agricultural sector with limited 
employment opportunities that are mostly seasonal and 
part-time by nature. Support for retraining and education 
can ensure a transition towards a more ethical and 
sustainable industry.

“Today, virtually 
no one who was a 
mink farmer does 
not have a job of 
some kind or has 

set up another 
business”7

  
BENT MIKKELSEN (2022) 

DENMARK’S JOB TRANSITION SCHEME 
MANAGER FOR FORMER MINK FARMERS 

AFTER COVID CULL

There is little evidence that the closure of fur farms has 
led to significant unemployment.8,9
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Support measures can help fur farms to be repurposed 
into operations t hat benefit  t he environment and local 
communities.

RENEWABLE ENERGY

The infrastructure of fur farms can be used to shift  to 
new sectors such as solar energy.  In 2022,  following 
t he surge of energy prices after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine,  a Swedish fur farmer decided to convert  his 
fur farm into a solar farm by installing solar panels 
to t he roofs of his former fur farm sheds.10 This type 
of conversion allows for a hybrid use of agricultural 
land for non-intensive crop farming and solar power, 
to produce electricity from renewable sources.11

CIRCULAR AGRICULTURE

Examples from Denmark and Canada show t hat fur 
farm workers can successfully transition to careers 
in sustainable agricultural  industries ot her t han 
animal production,  such as horticulture.12 After 
announcing a mink farming phase- out,  t he govern-
ment of British Columbia,  CA, offered transition 
support for workers to gain skills  in t he green-
house sector,  including a 16 -week occupational 
training and hands- on experience to gain t he skills 
needed to seek opportunities in t he new indus-
try.13

CIRCULAR AGRICULTURE IS SUPPORTED BY THE 
EU GREEN DEAL  AND IS ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING 

THROUGH THE EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL 
FUND FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE LIFE 

PROGRAMME 14

Retr aining progr ams can successfully 
tr ansition fur farm workers into car eers in 
humane and sustainable businesses.

SOLAR ENERGY OPPORTUNITIES FALL UNDER 
THE PRIORITY OF THE EU’S 2023-27 COMMON 

AGRICULTURAL POLICY FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE
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