
ANIMAL WELFARE
PROBLEMS ON
FUR FARMS

Mink and foxes, the main species of 
animals reared in fur factory farms, are 
active wide-ranging carnivores and 
inherently unsuitable to be kept in wire 
mesh battery cages.

IN NATURE:
•  Mink daily cover wide territories between 1 and 3 km 2,2

•  Solitary animals
•  Semi-aquatic.  Swimming and diving are highly 

significant aspect of  t heir l ifestyle 3

•   Stereotypies such as fur chewing and circling,  do not 
occur in nature 4

IN NATURE:
•   Foxes have complex social  l ives:  t hey form pairs and 

live in family groups 6

•  Dig dens wit h many tunnels 
•   The red fox (wit h a territory of 0.5-10km 2) covers 10 km 

daily and t he arctic fox (wit h a home range of 20 -30 
km 2) migrates around 100 km in one season 7

ON FUR FARMS:
•   Foxes are kept solitary in battery cages preventing 

natural  social  interaction
•   Denied t he opportunity to run,  dig,  play and explore 8

• Kept in wire mesh battery cages measuring 0.8-1.2m 2,9 

ON FUR FARMS:
•   Mink spend t heir entire life in a wire mesh battery cage 

typically measuring 90x30x45 cm
•  Live extremely near ot her mink unable to avoid social 

contact
• Cannot run,  swim nor hunt
•  Deprivation of swimming water results in t he same 

stress level as deprivation of food 5 

Stereotypies (repetitive movements such as circling 
and pacing),  fur chewing,  self-injury,  biting injuries, 
are caused by frustration of highly-motivated ranging 
and foraging behaviours and are a sign of extremely 
poor animal welfare.10,11,12

The cramped and 
monotonous battery 
cage system causes 

severe welfare 
problems.

O t her physical  or behavioural 
abnormalities exhibited by 
animals on fur farms are bent 
feet,  reproductive failure, 
obesity and infanticide.13,14,15 

THE BEHAVIOURAL NEEDS OF ANIMALS KEPT FOR FUR CANNOT BE MET ON FUR FARMS:
•    Animals kept for fur have been subjected to relatively litt le active selection for tameness 

and adaptability to captive environments.1

•   Mink and foxes are highly inquisitive and wide-roaming predatory animals.
•   The battery cage system deprives animals from t he opportunity to express t heir        

species-specific behaviour.



THE BATTERY CAGE 
SYSTEM ON FUR 

FARMS HAS REMAINED 
LARGELY UNCHANGED 

OVER THE YEARS.

2001
“ Current husbandry systems cause 

serious problems for all  species of 
animals reared for fur.” 

European Commission’s Scientific 
Committee on Animal Health and 
Animal Welfare

2015
“ The animal welfare in fur farming 

has shown litt le improvement over 
t he last  15 years,  despite t he use of 
disproportionately large official  resources 
bot h on research and inspection.” 

Norwegian Veterinar y Association

AN INHUMANE DEATH
Scientific r eviews have condemned the 
commonly used killing methods, such as 
gassing and head-to tail  electrocution, as 
inhumane.  

Mink are semi-aquatic 
and highly evolved 
physiologically to hold 
t heir breat h.  They 
are t herefore highly 
tolerant to hypoxia (low 
levels of  oxygen),  which 
means t hey can suffer 
significantly during 
gassing.

Fox and raccoon dogs are generally 
electrocuted t hrough t he mout h and anus,  a 
met hod wit h potential  for severe pain and 
distress for t he animal.

WelFur TM,  the industr y-led animal welfar e assessment 
scheme, fails to adequately addr ess the significant 
welfar e problems caused by the confinement of animals to 
batter y cage systems on fur farms.

1.      European Commision (2001) The Welfare of Animals Kept for Fur 
Production.  Report of  t he Scientific Committee on Animal Healt h and 
Animal Welfare.  Adopted on 12-13 December 2001.

2.      Nimon, A.J .  & Broom, D.M. (1999) The welfare of farmed mink (Mustela 
vison) in relation to housing and management:  a review. Animal Welfare 
8:  205-228.

3.       Poole,  T.B & Dunstone,  N.  (1976):  Underwater predatory behaviour of t he 
American mink (Mustela vison).  Journal of  Zoology,  178:395- 412.

4.    Nimon & Broom.
5.      Mason, Cooper & Clarebrough (2001) Frustrations in fur-farmed mink. 

Nature 410:  35-36.
6.    European Commission (2001).
7.    European Commission (2001).
8.      Broom, DM. et  al  (1998):  Report on t he welfare of farmed mink and foxes 

in relation to housing and management.  Cambridge University.
9.    European Commission.
10.   Hansen,  SW. & Jeppesen L.L (2006) Temperament,  stereotypies and 

anticipatory behaviour as measures of welfare in mink.  Applied Animal 
Behaviour Science 99 (1-2),  172-182

11.   Bildsoe,  M.,  Heller,  K.E. ,  Jeppesen, L.L (1991) Effects of  immobility stress 
and food restriction on stereotypies in low and high stereotyping female 
rach mink.  Behavioural Processes 25,  179 -189

12.   Vinke,  C.M.,  Eenkhoorn,  N.C. ,  Netto,  W.J . ,  Fermont,  P.C.J .  and Spruijt ,  B.M. 
(2002) Stereotypic behaviour and tail  biting in farmed mink (Mustela 
vison) in a new housing system. Animal Welfare,  11:  231-245.

13.   Olofsson,  L.  and Lidfors,  L.  (2012) Abnormal behaviour in Swedish farm 
mink during winter,  pp 426 - 432 in:  P.F.  Larsen et  al .  (eds.)  Proceedings 
of t he Xt h International Scientific Congress in fur animal production. 
Wageningen Academic Publishers,  Wageningen, Net herlands.

14.   Koistinen,  T. ,  Huuki,  H. ,  Hovland, A.L. ,  Mononen, J .  and Ahola,  L.  (2012) 
WelFur – foxes:  do feeding test ,  temperament test  and a measure of 
stereotypic behaviour differentiate between farms? pp 448- 454 in: 
P.F.  Larson et  al .  (eds.)  Proceedings of t he Xt h International Scientific 
Congress in fur animal production.  Wageningen Academic Publishers, 
Wageningen, Net herlands.

15.   R.  Kempe ,  N.  Koskinen ,  J .  Peura ,  M.  Koivula & I .  Strandén (2009): 
Body condition scoring met hod for t he blue fox (Alopex lagopus),  Acta 
Agriculturae Scandinavica,  Section A – Animal Science,  59:2,  85-92

16.   Pickett ,  H.  & Harris,  S.  (2015).  The case against fur factory farming.  A 
scientific review of animal welfare standards and Welfur.

17.  European Commission (2001).

The WelFur protocols do not address t he 
small  cage sizes nor t he inhumane handling 
and killing met hods.


